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101 Free Things to Do in Cherokee
Photos Available at http://www.cherokee-nc.com/index.php?page=278

Cherokee — This enchanted land of scenic beauty and natural wonderment offers a happy irony, moments too precious to measure in dollars are free. Check out our 101 Free Things to Do. Do things like go elk watching, walk along river and bird trails, hike to waterfalls, visit a pioneer village, wade the Oconaluftee, peruse local art galleries, picnic and relax on the Islands Park … just to name a few.

1. Feel the mist of the 20-million-year-old Mingo Falls

2. Have a picnic with friends

3. Don’t walk, run in the footsteps of warriors 

4. Imagine the sounds of life 200 years ago in a pioneer village
5. Lose yourself in the splash of a working water-powered flour mill

6. Watch mechanical bulls toss someone like salad

7. Find peace at Soco Falls

8. Become a Cherokee for a day at the Cherokee Voices Festival

9. See ancient utility turned to art at the Open Air Markets

10. Track the painted bears throughout Cherokee

11. Hear an elk bugle at Ravensford 

12. Be hypnotized by the reflection of the Oconaluftee along the River Trail

13. Admire an angler’s precision while reeling in a renowned native Brook Trout
14. Immerse yourself in history and pristine mountain waters at the swimming hole

15. Listen to the sweet symphony along the birding trails

16. Hear yourself think

17. Go hunting for salamander 

18. Feel the nudge and tug of a trout at a campground trout pond
19. Identify the leaves of the ancient trees in the world’s oldest mountain range

20. Retrace history along the nature trail at the Indian Village

21. Fall off a log 

22. Build a dam 

23. Skip a time-worn rock across the Oconaluftee River

24. Talk to the ducks at Oconaluftee Islands Park

25. Tour the scenic Blue Ridge Parkway 

26. Watch the children dance with the water of the fountains downtown 

27. Identify rare wildflowers along the river trails

28. See the Creator in a sunset along the mountain range

29. Take a photo with a warrior

30. Run as if you are taking a message from village to village

31. Get a different perspective biking the Blue Ridge Parkway 

32. Watch the cloud parade at a picnic at Oconaluftee Islands Park
33. Have an anthropology lesson in a gallery or two
34. Learn to say “I love this place” in Cherokee 

35. Visit the Qualla Library for a history lesson

36. Watch a game of stickball 

37. Be tracked by a real bear (OOOHHHH) 

38. Watch the Thomas Divide Lights’ eerie beauty

39. Take a  hike up Waterrock Knob

40. Find the Piney Grove swimming hole before another million years change it

41. See a thousand rainbows at the fish hatchery

42. Marvel at the antiquity on display at Qualla Arts & Crafts Mutual
43. Hear the trees talk at Oconaluftee Islands Park
44. Pick some wild mountain blueberries and blackberries 

45. Climb a tree, there are bazillions to choose from
46. Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle, keeping this enchanted land beautiful

47. Watch the hawks circle above and call out to you

48. Watch in wonderment the precision in a blowgun demonstration

49. Get a foot massage from the river bottom’s rounded stones as you wade the Islands Park
50. Play a game of horseshoes 

51. Catch the firefly show when night falls
52. Send a kite airborne at the park visitor center
53. Play hide and seek in the bamboo forest 

54. Collect leaves and memories

55. Listen to the wind speak to you 
56. Watch the tree limbs dance in the wind

57. Curl up with a book in the shade of an ancient oak 

58. Hear an Elder tell a story 

59. Catch tadpoles and crawdads in the clear streams

60. Gently coax your tube down the bends of the river

61. Shoot the rapids in your kayak

62. Watch honey bees sip flower nectar

63. Take in locals performing authentic, traditional Indian dances
64. Watch the sparks fly at the Fourth of July fireworks show
65. March into the holiday spirit at the annual Cherokee Christmas Parade

66. Join the century-old revelry of the annual Cherokee Indian Fair Parade
67. Feel the rumble of hundreds of hot rods as they cruise through town 
68. Ring in the New Year at Cherokee’s fireworks extravaganza

69. Test your balance on the swinging bridge

70. Let the kids swing into the still swimming hole on the rope swing

71. Gaze at stars that have been shining over Cherokee for 11,000 years

72. Honor tradition and cleanse your spirit in the river at sunrise
73. Plop down at a movie on the Oconaluftee 
74. Lose yourself in quiet contemplation  

75. Learn about river cane’s contribution to Cherokee culture, then visit a patch 

76. Reach out and help someone

77. Tour a historic Cherokee cemetery 
78. Watch an artisan knapp flint in age-old fashion

79. Shout “Si-yo” (Hello!) from an overlook and hear the echo

80. Pretend you’re a Medicine Man with healing herbs at your fingertips

81. Race twigs down the Oconaluftee River

82. Touch a rock where a Chief meditated before war

83. See a Harley rally

84. Do the rubbings on all the Bear art

85. Uncover the legend of the Three Sisters

86. Take a nighttime neon light tour of nostalgic motels and motor lodges

87. Relax and let 11,000 years of time stand still

88. Pick up an acorn, hickory or walnut and learn its role in Cherokee culture

89. See wildlife like bear, deer, wild turkey, elks, bald eagles, hawks, trout, owls, and more

90. Hear the Cherokee secret for raising fish at the trout hatchery
91. Imagine a day in the life of the Seven Clans

92. Find your Cherokee Guide at the Welcome Center 

93. Learn about the Cherokee language and its creation

94. Meet the Chief

95. Visit with Miss Cherokee

96. Become closer with your children by learning something with them

97. Count the spots on a Brook Trout

98. Perch your lawn chair in the cool rushing waters of the Oconaluftee and cool off

99. Pause for a photo op at every turn

100. Cheer on your friends as they try their luck at the casino

101. Observe an artisan use thousand-year-old techniques to create a Cherokee basket
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