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DESTINATION CHEROKEE, WNC’S BASECAMP TO ADVENTURE
Steeped in history, tradition and culture, a visitor can only experience Cherokee on the Qualla Boundary

 

CHEROKEE, N.C. (Feb. 23, 2010) – This summer be on the lookout for the original people of the “Sha-cona-ge” or Land of the Blue Mist, a civilization older than the Inca, the Maya, the Egyptians and the Romans. At the southern entrance to the Blue Ridge Parkway and the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, discover the authentic history and culture of the Cherokee. Experience Cherokee culture brought to life in genuine, ancient Cherokee legends, history, tradition, song, dance, ceremony and fascinating period regalia. 

This enchanted land of scenic beauty and natural wonderment offers a happy irony, moments too precious to measure in dollars are free. Check out the 101 Free Things to Do at www.cherokee-nc.com/free. Visit watermills and a pioneer village. Picnic at the Oconaluftee Islands Park and wade the pure, smooth stone-bottomed Oconaluftee River. Go elk watching, walk along river and bird trails, peruse local art galleries, tour historic landmarks and marvel at artisans’ handiwork along the painted bear trail. 

Or fish more than 30 miles of untamed trout waters. Visit the cultural attractions, play the new 18-hole Robert Trent Jones II golf course, ride a historic railroad, float the Oconaluftee River in a tube or kayak, play at the family fun park and end the day with an authentic Cherokee Indian dinner, a scoop of delicious ice cream and a round of putt-putt – all at an affordable value. Try your luck at Harrah’s. Camp at one of more than 15 clean, quality campgrounds, or choose from a number of national chain hotels and nostalgic motor lodges in this captivating place the Cherokee have called home for more than 11,000 years. 

Rumor Has It That Passports Are Needed in Cherokee This Year

The Qualla Boundary is a sovereign nation, and up until the early to mid 1800s, visitors to the Boundary needed a passport to enter. New this year, visitors to Cherokee are advised not to wander around Cherokee without a Cherokee Passport. Full of great discounts at more than 20 shops, hotels, restaurants, retailers, attractions and businesses, the Cherokee Passport can be picked up at the Welcome Center and its kiosks, all participating retailers and at participating hoteliers. Available starting in May, the passport also includes a fantastic map of Cherokee, which identifies participating retailers’ locations, designates hiking trails and ensures visitors can capture on camera and post to Facebook each of the painted bears throughout town. 

The passport is a handy guide to all the activities, adventures and attractions in Cherokee, including 101 FREE Things to Do. Additional coupons and discounts will be posted to www.cherokee-nc.com/passport throughout the year. A trip to Cherokee can fit nearly every budget, and the passport will help visitors stay on budget! 
-- more --

Destination Cherokee 2010/p.2
Book Ahead with Customized Value Packages

Cherokee offers customizable packages to ensure visitors, families and groups will rave all the way home. Each package can be tailored to include any adventure, event or cultural attraction option available at the time of the visit. Discounts available at select area hotels. A friendly trip coordinator can assist in making reservations at (828) 497-1058, or visitors can purchase packages online at www.cherokee-nc.com/packages. 
New for 2010, the Culture & History Package includes admission to Cherokee’s official cultural attractions and historic sites. The Adventure Package includes an outdoor adventure activity or activities of choice such as whitewater rafting, a round of golf, horseback riding, fishing, the casino or bingo. The Events Package includes admission to any of Cherokee’s Special Events such as Festival of Native Peoples, Rod Run, July Powwow, VW Show and the Southeastern Tribal Arts Celebration. 
Sequoyah National Golf Club

Also new this year is North Carolina’s latest world-class golf experience, the Sequoyah National Golf Club in Cherokee. The new Robert Trent Jones II designed course was recently rated the No. 2 “Best New Course You Can Play” for 2009 by Golf Magazine.
Open to the public and managed by Troon Golf, this 18-hole, par 72, 6,600-yard, championship course features immaculately groomed bent grass greens with bluegrass fairways. The course offers spectacular views of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park while providing ultimate playing conditions year-round and includes an expansive practice area with a driving range, putting greens, chipping area and Callaway Golf Club fitting by certified PGA Golf Professionals. 

Experience authentic Cherokee culture brought to life in genuine, ancient Cherokee legends, history, tradition, song, dance, ceremony and fascinating period regalia. Cherokee offers activities, packages and itineraries that make visiting an affordable pleasure for all ages and interests. Visit cultural sites and enjoy cultural festivals, camping, tubing, hiking, wading, biking, birding, waterfalls, watermills, a pioneer village, cultural attractions, nostalgic shops and motor lodges, family fun parks, petting zoos, more than 30 miles of untamed trout waters, and Harrah’s Cherokee Casino and Hotel. For more information about Cherokee, visit www.cherokee-nc.com or call (800) 438-1601.   
To obtain hi-res photos, b-roll, additional story ideas, a Cherokee Visitor’s Guide Book, promotional DVD  or to arrange interviews or press trips, please contact Jennifer McLucas at The Goss Agency at 828.259.9910 x100 or jennifer@thegossagency.com.
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