
















       2009 Cherokee Special Events
Celebration, ceremony, and plain old fun are integral parts of the 

Cherokee culture. Hospitality is, too. Which means that the  

Special Events in Cherokee aren’t truly complete until you’re here to share 

them. And you have a wealth of choices throughout the year. 
 

Cruise the Smokies -  
Cherokee Rod Runs
May 15–17 & Oct. 30–Nov. 1 

Cherokee Indian Fair Grounds 
There’s no better combination than the  

scenery and roads of the world’s oldest  

mountains and the sight and sound of vintage, 

pre-1972 vehicles. Come and let these vintage 

wheels take you on a ride you will never forget.

Tailgate Jamboree
 May 22–23 Cherokee Indian 

 Fair Grounds – “Extreme Off-Road 

Exhibition” Mud trucks, monster

trucks, ATVs, hot rods, low riders,  

and Grave Digger - like you’ve never seen  

before! Comegrab yourself a big day of fun!

Gospel Jubilee Weekend 

June 12–14 Cherokee Indian Fair Grounds    
Local and international Christian groups will converge 

to share the “Good News” through 

song at this first Cherokee  

Gospel Jubilee. Mark it down – three  

fun days of Christian contemporary 

music sure to please the young and young  

at heart. Hear the Crabb Family Revival, Jars of Clay, and other  

Southern Gospel greats, including local groups. The Sunday service 

will feature U.S. Congressman Heath Shuler as the guest inspirational 

speaker and more gospel music favorites. Crafts, vendors, food awaits –  

come enjoy it all! And leave with a song in your heart. 

July Powwow
July 3–5 Cherokee Indian Fair Grounds  
Your blood stirs to the native drums and chants, the masterful  

movements of champion Indian dancers in competition and exhibition, 

and the sinuous f lash of blazing regalia.  

Indigenous. Inimitable. Irresistible.  

Our special brand of fireworks happen  

as a three-day explosion of authentic Indian  

drumming and dancing.

5th Annual Festival of Native Peoples 
& Cherokee Indian Art Market 
July 17–18 Cherokee Indian  

Fair Grounds - This year our annual  

gathering of tribes from throughout the 

Americas expands into a showcase of native 

dance, art, and culture. The Festival of Native 

Peoples is an exposition of non-competitive  

dance, storytelling, and song performances  

expressing the collected history, culture, tradition,  

and wisdom of the indigenous peoples of the Americas.  

And here in one place is the chance to admire and bring home  

the authentic masterworks of many cultures.

    Southeastern Tribes Cultural Arts Celebration
    September 18–19 Cherokee Indian Fair Grounds

This 4th annual event brings together artists and craftsmen  

representing the Cherokee, Creek, Chickasaw, Seminole,  

and Choctaw tribes to present traditional tribal dance, story-

telling performances, craft demonstrations, primitive skills 

encampment, contests, games, and traditional foods.  

At this special sort of “extended family reunion,”  

the spirit of friendship runs deeply indeed.

97th Annual Cherokee Indian Fair
  October 6–10 Cherokee Indian 

Fair Grounds - This nearly century-

old October celebration includes artwork, crafts, agricultural items,  

and traditional food items made by Cherokee artisans. Vendors  

from throughout the region participate in craft sales, and top  

entertainment complements the visual feast.

ATHS Big Rigs Show
October 16–18 Cherokee Indian Fair Grounds
Enjoy gorgeously restored and customized old and antique  

trucks. You’ll see everything from classic pickups to  

complete big rigs, with buffed paint, pinstripes,  

and chrome by the acre. Truckloads of good food  

and music round out the fun!



         Welcome Center
A)		 “Unto These Hills” Outdoor Drama
	B) 	 Oconaluftee Indian Village
	C) 		 Nature Trails and Garden
	D) 	 Qualla Arts and Crafts Mutual, Inc.
	E) 	 Museum of the Cherokee Indian 
	F) 		 Cherokee Indian Fair Grounds 
	G) 	 Veterans Memorial 
	H)		 Main Theatre Box Office 
	I) 		 Oconaluftee Islands Park
	J) 		 Harrah’s Cherokee Casino & Hotel  
	K) 	 Cherokee Tribal Bingo
	L) 		 John Crowe Complex
	M)		 Library / Ginger Welch Complex
	N) 	 Mingus Mill
	O) 	 Smokemont Riding Stables
	P) 	 Mtn. Farm Museum & Visitors Center
	Q) 	 Mingo Falls
	R) 	 Tribal Trout Hatchery

         Recycling drop off 
 

The idea for the Bears Project started 
in 2005 as Cherokee wanted to show-
case the variety of talented artists 
within the Qualla Boundary.  
Twenty-five bears were created and 
given to selected artists to create 
their addition to the expansion of 
downtown Cherokee. Follow the map, 
and find all of the bears for yourself. 
Please remember not to feed or climb 
on the bears. 

BEAR TRACKING
1)		 Harmony of Life
2)		 Bear on the Little Tennessee
3)		 Forefathers
4)		 Children’s Mixed Bear
5)		 Cherokee Sunset
6)		 Sequoyah Syllabeary
7)		 Eagle Dance Bear
8)		 Pottery Bear
9)		 Fair Bear
10)	 Legendary Sunrise
11)	 Patriot Bear
12)	 Fish Bear
13)	 Trail of Tears & Seven Clans
14)	 Out of Hiber-Nation
15)	 Winter Bear
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Ramp It Up – March 28

KOA Fishing Tournament – March 28

Red Clay Reunion – April 16-18

Survivors Motorcycle Rally – April 24-26

Week of the Young Child – May 4-7

Cherokee Visitor Appreciation Day – May 7

Cherokee Day of Caring – May 11-14

Spring Cherokee Rod Run – May 15-17

Tailgate Jamboree – May 22-23

Gourd Festival – June 5-7

Cherokee Gospel Jubilee – June 12-14

Cherokee Voices Festival – June 13

Great Smoky Mountains National  
Park 75th Anniversary Event – June 15 

Summerfest Carnival – June 16-20

35th Annual NC State Bluegrass 
Festival – June 18-20

2nd Annual Housing Fair – June 26-27

The Cherokee Little Theater – 
July 1-August 1

July Powwow – July 3-5

July 4 Fireworks – July 4	

Festival of Native Peoples & Cherokee 
Art Market – July 17-18 

Talking Trees Childrens Trout Derby – August 1

Volkswagen Show – August 14-16

27th Annual Cherokee Bluegrass Festival – August 20-22

Rededication of the Great Smoky Mountains  
National Park – September 2 

Qualla Open-Air Market – September 5 

Cherokee Survivors Motorcycle 
Rally – September 11-13

Southeastern Tribes Cultural Arts 
Celebration – September 18-19

Cherokee Indian Fair – October 6-10

ATHS Big Rigs Show – October 16-18

Qualla Open-Air Market – October 17 

Cherokee Fall Rod Run – October 30-November 1

Cherokee Christmas Parade – December 12

New Year’s Eve Fireworks – December 31
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